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2 . A player in genera! ; a ftage-player ; an aclrefs or a<Ror. 

Meliffarion, pretty honey-bee, when of a comedian {he be- 
came a wealthy man’s wife, would be faluted madam Pithias, 
or Prudence. Camden's Remains. 

C medians on the ftage (hew all their lkill. 

And after do as love and fortune will. 

3. A writer of comedies. 

Scaliger willeth us to admire Plautus as a comedian, but 
Terence as a pure and elegant fpeaker. Pcaeham of Poetry. 
CO MEDY. n.f [comedia, Lat.] A dramatick reprefentation 
of the lighter faults of mankind. 

Your honour’s players 

Are come to play a plcafant comedy. Shak. Tam. of the Shrew. 

A long, ex aft, and ferious comedy , 

In every l'cenc fume moral let it teach, 

And, if it can, at once both pleafe and preach. Pope. 
Co'meliness. n.f. [from comely.] Grace; beauty; dignity. 

A carclefs comelinefs with comely care. Sidney. 

The fcrvice of God hath not fucli pcifeetion of grace and 
condinefs as when the dignity of the place doth concur. Hooker. 

They fkilled not of the goodly ornaments of poetry, yet 
were fprinkled with fome pretty flowers, which gave good 
grace and c.meinefs. Spenfer on Ireland. 

Hardly {hall you meet with man or woman lb aged or ill- 
favoured, but, if you will commend them for comelinefs , n.iy 
and for youth too, lliall take it well.- South. 

There is great pulchritude and comelinefs of proportion in 
the leaves, flowers, and fruits of plants. Ray on the Creation. 

A horfeman’s coat {hall hide 

Thy taper (hape and comelinefs of fide. Prior. 

CO'MELY. adj. [from become ; or from epeman. Sax. to pleafe. j 
r. Graceful; decent; having dignity or grandeur of mien or 
look. Comelinefs feems to be that fpecics of beauty which 
excites reverence rather than plcafure. 

If the principal part of beauty is in decent motion, no 
marvel though perfons in years feem many times more ami- 
able; for no youth can be comely but by pardon, and confider- 
ing the youth as to make up the comelinefs. Bacon, FJfay \\. 

He that is comely when old and decrepit, finely was very 
beautiful when he was young. _ South. 

T hou art a comely , young, and valiant knight. Drydcn. 
z. U fed of things, decent; according to propriety. 

O h, what a world is this, when what is comely 
Envenoms him that bears it! Shakefp. As you like it. 

This is a happier and more cmely time. 

Than when thefe fellows ran about the flreets, 

Crying confufion. Sbakefpeare s Coriolanus. 

Co' v, fly. ~udv. [from the adjeaive.] Handfomely ; gracefully. 
To ride comely , to play at all weapons, to dance comely, be 
very ncccliary for a courtly gentleman. Ajcham s Schoolmajler. 
Coy. kr. n.f. [from come ] One that comes. 

Plants move upwards ; but if the fap puts up too faft, it 
maketh a flender ll.dk, which will not lupport the weight ; 
and therefore thefe are all fwift and hafly comers. bacon. 

Time is like a fafhionablc hofl. 

That flightly (hakes his parting gueft by th’ hand; 

But with his arms outflretch’d, as he would fly, 

Grafps in the comer : welcome ever fmilcs, . 

And farewel goes out fighing. Shalt. Troi/us and Creff.da. 

Yourfelf, renowned prince, then flood as fair 
As any comer I have look’d on yet, . r » . 

For my affection. Shakefp. Merchant of Venue. 

Houfe and heart are open for a fric-nd ; the paflage is eafy, 
and not only admits, but even invites the comer. South si, emu 
It is natural to be kind to the lafl corner. . b FJ/range. 

Now leave thofe joys, unfitting to thy age. 

To a frefli corner, and rclign the ftage. Drydcn. 

The renowned champion of our lady of Loretto, and the 
miraculous tranflation of her chapel, about which he hath 
puhliflied a defiance to the world, and offers toprovc^t ag^ 

‘'‘There it is not ftrangc, that the mind fliould give itfelf up 
to the common opinion, or render itfelf to the firff comer. Lode. 
COMET. n b [ c-ineta , Latin, a h.ury flar.J 

A heavenly body in the planetary region appearing fud- 
denly, and again difappearing ; and, during the tune ot 1 s ap- 
a ancc, moving through its proper orbit, hke a plane 
The orb’ts of comets are ellipfes, having one of their foe. in 
the center of the fun ; and being very long and eccentrick, 
tlicv become invifible, when in that part molt remote from the 
cZ.f pulariy calW «azi» S ton,, ». ■ ^ « 
from other llar< by a long tram or tail of h , Y P 
nofitc to the fun: hence arifes a popular dtwfion of co 
into three kinds, bearded, tailed, and hatred comets , tho g 
the°divilton rather relates to the different arcumft^ces 

fame comet, than to the Pf ° f ^ ^oves from it, 

when the comet is eaftwaru of the lun, a 
the comet is Lid to be bearded, harbatus, becaufe thc 
marches before it. When the light is weftward of he fun, 
STfomet is faid to be tailed, hecaufe tire train follows it 
When thc comet and the fun are diametrically oppofitc, the 
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earth being between them, the train is hid behind the body of 
thc comet, excepting a little that appears around it, in form 
of a border of hair, hence called ,/initus. 

According to bir ilaac Newton, .the tail of a comet is a 
very thin (lender vapour, emitted by thc head or nucleus of 
the cornet, ignited by their near neighbourhood to the fun, 
and this vapour is furniffied by the atmofphcre cf the comet! 

1 he tails are of various lengths ; and being produced in the pe- 
rihelion* of the comets, will go off along with their heads into 
1 emote regions, and there gradually vanifli, ’till the comets 
return towards the fun The vapours of comets being thus 
dilated, rarefied, and diffufed through all the celeflial regions, 
may probably, by little and little, by means of their own gra- 
vity, be attracted down to the planets, and become inter- 
mingled with their atmofpheres. For thc confervation of the 
water, and moifturc of thc planets, comets feem abfolutely 
requifite ; from whole condenfcd vapours and exhalations all 
that moifturc which is fpent in vegetations and putrefactions, 
and turned into dry earth, may be refupplied and recruited ; 
for all vegetables grow and incrcafe wholly from fluids ; and, 
as to their greateft part, turn by putrefaction into earth again, 
an earthy dime being perpetually precipitated to the bottom of 
putrefying liquors. Hence the quantity of dry earth muff 
continually increafe, and the moillure of the globe decreafe, 
and at lafl be quite evaporated, if it have not a continual fup- 
ply from fome part or other of the univeife. Andlfufped, 
adds Sir Ifaac, that thc fpirit which makes thc fined, fubtileft, 
and bed part of our air, and which is abfolutely requifite tor 
thc life and being of all things, comes principally from the 
comets. On this principle there feems to be fome foundation 
for the popular opinion of prefages from comets; fince the 
tail of a comet, thus intermingled with our atmofphcre, may 
produce changes very fenfible in animal and vegetable bodies. 

Thc fame great author has computed that thc fun’s heat, 
in the comet of 1680, was, to his heat with us atMidlummer, 
as twenty-eight thoufand to one ; and that the heat of thc body 
of thc comet, was near two thoufand times as great as that of 
red-hot iron. He alfo calculates, that a globe of red-hot 
iron, of the dimenfions of our earth, would fcarccbe cool in 
fifty thoufand years. If then the" comet be iuppofed to cool 
a hundred times as faft as red-hot iron, yet, fince its heat was 
a thoufand times greater, fuppofing it ot the bignefs of the 
earth, it would not be cool in a million of years. Hitherto 
no comet has threatened thc earth with a nearer approach than 
that of 1680 ; for, by calculation, Dr. Halley found, on No- 
vember 1 1, that comet was not above one femidiameter of 
the earth to the northward of the way of thc earth ; at which 
time, had the earth been in that part of its orbit, the comet 
would have had a parallax equal to that of thc moon. W hat 
might have been the conlequcncc of fo near an appuife? a 
contact or (hock of the celeflial bodies ? a deluge, Air. Whif- 
ton fays. Aftronomers have been divided about the return of 
comets, and time and obfervation muft determine the queftion. 
However, Dr. Halley has foretold the return of one in 175?, 
which formerly appeared in 1 4 S‘ K Treveux. Chambers. 

And wherefore gaze this goodly company. 

As if they faw fome wond’rous monument, 

Some comet, or an unufual prodigy. Shak. 'Tam. of the Shrew. 

Such his fell glances as the fatal light 
Of flaring comets. Crathaw. 

I confidered a comet, or, in the language of thc vulgar, a 
blazing ftar, as a fky-rockct difeharged by an hand that is 
almighty. Addjon's Guardian, N°. 103. 

Fierce meteors (hoot their arbitrary light, _ 

And comets march with lawlefs horrors bright. Pnor. 

Co'metary. ) r rf romcme t.] Relating to a comet. 

Come tick. 1 . . „ 

Refradions of light are in the planetary and cometary j regions, 

r Chetne's Phil. Prin. 

as on our clone. ^ * 

CO'MFIT. n.f [konft, Dutch. It fliould feem that both are 
formed by hafly pronunciation from confefl.] A dry lwect- 
meat; any kind of fruit or root preferved with fugar, and 

dried. 

By feeding me on beans and pcale. 

He crams in nafty crevices. 

And turns to comfits by his arts, ... . 

'I o make me 'relilh for delTerts. Hud, bras, p. 

To Co'mfit. v.a. [from the noun] To prefene dry 

fugar. n 

Thc fruit that does fo quickly walle. 

Men fcarce can fee it, much lefs taftc, _ , 

Thou comfitejl in flreets to make it lafl. ^owtey. 

Confiture! n.f [from comfit, or confcflure ] Swectmc.. . 

From country grafs to comfit urcs ot court, 

Or city’s quclqtic-chofes, let not report 
Mv mind tranfport. . 

To CO MFORT. V. a. [comfrto, low Latin. 

nerves. Scbol. Sal.'] . . 

To ftrengthen ; to enliven; to invigorate. 

Thc evidence of God’s own tclhmony. 


Donne. 
Salvia comfartal 


added 


natural afient of rcafon, concerning the certainty 


unto thc 
of them, 

doth 
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j no . o little comfort and confirm the fame. Holler, b 

doth the fame effect, with more novelty. Tbs is be ca 
whv precious (tones comfort. Bacon s Natural Htjlory, « • 9-? 
Lnc of *. >bb*s taJ been guilty of 

2. lo'confolci to ftrengthen thc minJ under thc prefture of 

°^Thcy bemoaned him. and r mfirtU him over all the evil 
that thc Lord had brought upon him. Jot's 1 • 

Co'mfort. n.f. [from the verb.] 


1. Support; aliiftance ; countenance. 

Foynings made a wild chace upon the wildlnfh; where, 
in 1 efpect of the mountains and faftneffes, he did litdc good, 
which he would needs impute unto the comfort that the rebels 
(hould receive underhand from thc earl of Kildare. Bacon. 

The king did alfo appoint commiflioners for t.ie lining o 
all fucli as were of any value, and had any hand or partaking 
in the aid or comfort of Perkins, or the Corniftunen. bacon. 

2. Confolation ; fupport under calamity or danger. 

I will keep her ign’rant of her good, 

To make her heavenly comforts of dcfpair, 

When it is lead expeded. Shakefp. Mcafure for Meafure. 
As they have no apprehenfion of thofe things, lb they need 
no comfort againft them. __ Ttllotfon, Serm. 1. 

3. That which gives confolation or lupport. 

Your children were vexation to your youth. 

But mine (hall be a comfort to your age. Shakefp. Rich. 111. 
Co'mforTABLE. adj. [from comfort.] 

1. Receiving comfort; fufceptible of comfort. 

For my fake be comfortable ; hold death 
A while at the arm’s end. Shakefp. As you like it. 

My lord leans wond’roufly to difeontent ; 

His comfortable temper has forfook him : 

He is much out of health. Sbakefpeare s Timon. 

What can promife him a comfortable appearance before his 
dreadful judge ? South. 

2. Difpenflng comfort ; having the power of giving comfort. 

He had no brother, which though it be comfortable for kings 
to have, vetdraweth the fubjects eyes afide. Bacon's Hen. VII. 

The lives of many miferable men were faved, and a com- 
fortable provifion made for their fubfiftcncc. Dryd. Fab. Dedic. 
Co'mfortakly. adv. [from comfortable.] In a comfortable 
manner; with comfort; without dcfpair. 

Upon view of the fincerity of that performance, hope com- 
fortably and chearfully for God’s performance. Hammond. 
Co'mforter. n.f. [from comfort] 

1. One that adminifters confolation in misfortunes; one that 
(Lengthens and fupports the mind in mifery or danger. 

This very prayer of Chrift obtained angels to be fent him, 
■es comforters in his agony. Hooker, b. v. fe£i. 48. 

The heav’ns have bieft you with a goodly fon. 

To be a comforter when he is gone. Shakefp. Richard III. 
Nineveh is laid waftc, who will bemoan her? whence (hall 
I feek comforters for thee ? Neb. iii. 7. 

1 . The title of the Third Pcrfon of thc Holy Trinity ; the Pa- 
raclete. 

Co'mfortless adj. [from comfort.] Without comfort ; with- 
out any thing to allay misfortune : ufed of perfons as well as 
things. 

Yet (hall not my death be comfiortlefs, receiving it by your 
fentence. Sidney, b. ii. 

Where was a cave, ywrought with wond’rous art. 

Deep, dark, uneafy, doleful, comfiortlefs. Fairy Queen, b. i. 
News fitting to the night ; 

Black, fearful, comfortlefs , and horrible. Shakefp. K. John. 

On thy feet thou flood’d at lafl. 

Though comfortlefs, as when a father mourns 
His children, all in view deftroyed at once. Milt. Par. Lofl. 
1 hat unfociable comfortlefs deafnefs had not quite tired 
me. Swift. 

Co'.mfre Y. n.f. [comfrie, French] A plant. 

Thc flower connfts of one leaf, (haped like a funnel, 
having an oblong tube, but (haped at the top like a pitcher: 
out ot the flower-cup, which is deeply cut into five long nar- 
row fegments, rifes the pointal, attended with four cmbryocs, 
which afterwards become fo many feeds, in form fomewhat 
like the head of a viper, which ripen in the flower-cup. It 
grows wild on thc Tides of banks and rivers, and is gathered 
^ (or medicinal ufes. Miller. 

Co'mical. adj. [comic us, Latin.] 

1. Raifmg mirth ; merry; diverting. 

The greateft refemblance of our author is in the familiar 
flue and pleafing way of relating comical adventures of that 
nature. Drydcn’ s Fables, Preface. 

Something fo comical in thc voice and geftures, that a man 
can hardly forbear being pleafed. Addifon on Italy. 

2. Relating to comedy ; befitting comedy. 

might appear to be knit up in a comical conclufion, 
the dukes daughter was afterwards joined in marriage to the 
lord Lifle. /> , 

-p, Hayward. 

j hc y dcn y 1£ to he tragical, becaufe its eataflrophe is a 
wedding, which hath ever been accounted comical. Gay. 


C O M 

Comically, adv. [from comical.] 

1 In luch a manner as raifes mirth. 

2! In a manner befitting comedy. f - 

Co'micalness. n.f. [from comical.] The quality o - W 
comical ; the power of raifmg mirth. 

CO'MICK. adj. [com cus, Lat. continue, French. J 

1. Relating to* comedy. 

When I venture at the comtck (tile, 

Thv fcornful lady feems to mock my toil. b a/Ur. 

A comick fubjrtf loves an humble verfe, 

Thvcftcs fcorns a low and comick ftile ; 

Yet comedy fometimee m, nftfe lw vo.ee. 

Tfty tragick mole gives femes, tliy cmick fteep. D,)dt 1 . 

2. Raifmg mirth. 

Stately triumphs, mirthful comtck (hows, ... 

Such as befit the pieafure. Shakejp. Henry V I. p. uu 

Co'minC. n.f [from To come.] 

1 . The a£t of coming ; approach. . 

Where art thou, Adam ! wont with joy to meet 
My coming, feen far off? Milton's Par adife Loft, b. X. 
Sweet the coming on 

Of grateful cv’ning mild. Milton's Paradife Lofl, b. IV. 

2. State of being come ; arrival. 

May ’t pleafe you, noble madam, to withdraw 
Into your private chamber ; we (hall give you 
The full caufe of our coming. Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

Some people in America counted their years by the coming 
of certain birds amongft them at their certain feafons, and 
leaving them at others. Lode. 

Com i N cj- in. n.f Revenue; income. 

Here’s a (mail trifle of wives, eleven widows and nine 
maids is a Ample cmiing-in for one man. Sbakefpeare. 


What are thy rent's ? what are thy comings-in ? 

O ceremony, (hew me but thy worth: 

What is thy toll, O adoration ? Shakefp. Henry \ . 

Co'minc. participial adj. [from come.] 

1. Fond; forward; ready to come. 

Now will I be your Rofalind in a more coming on difpofi- 
tion ; and a(k me what you will, I will gran: it. Sbakefpeare. 

That very lapidary himfell, with a coming ftomach, and in 
the cock’s place, would have made thc cock’s choice. L' EJlr. 

That he had been fo affe&ionate a hufband, was no ill ar- 
gument to thc coming dowager. Dryd. Virg. Ain. Dedic. 
On morning wings, how a£Hve fprings the mind. 

How eafy every labour it purfues. 

How coming to the poet every mufe ! Pope's br.it. of Horace. 

2. Future; to come. 

Praife of great a£ts, he featters as a feed. 

Which may the like in coming ages breed. R f common. 

Comi'tial. adj. [ccmitia, Lat. an afiembly of thc Romans.] 
Relating to the aflemblies of the people of Rome. 

Co'mity. n.f [comitas, Latin.] Courtefy; civility; good- 
breeding. Did!. 

Co'MMA. n.f. [xcf t-pa.] 

1 . The point which notes thc diftinclion of claufes, and order 
of conftruction in thc fentence, marked thus [,]. 

Comma’s and points they fet exactly right. Pope. 

2. The ninth part of a tone, or the interval whereby a femitone 

or a perfeft tone exceeds the imperfect tone. It is a term ufed 
only in thcorical mufick, to (hew the exact proportions be- 
tween concords. Harris. 

To COMMA'ND. v.a. [ commander , Fr. mando, Latin.] 

1. To govern ; to give orders to ; to hold in fubjeiftion or obe- 
dience ; contrary to obey. 

Look, this feather. 

Obeying with my wind when I do blow. 

And yielding to another when it blows. 

Commanded always by the greater guft ; 

Such is the lightnefs of you common men. Shak. Hen. VI, 
Chrift could command legions of angels to his refeue. 

Decay cf Piety . 

Should he, who was thy lord, command thee now. 

With a har(h voice, and fupercilious brow. 

To fervile duties. Drydcn’ s P erf. Sat. 5. 

2. To order; to direiit to be done ; contrary to prohibit : fome- 
times formerly with of before the perfon. 

My confidence bids me afk, wherefore you have 
Commanded of me thefe mod pois’nous compounds. Shakefp. 
We will facrifice to the Lord our God, as he lhall command 
us - Ex. viii. 27. 

3. To have in power. 

If the ftrong cane fupport thy walking hand. 

Chairmen no longer lhall the wall command. Gay's Trivia. 

4. To overlook; to have fo fubjcA as that it may be feen or an- 
noyed. 

Up to the Eaftern tower, 

Whofc height commands as (ubjeCt all the vale. 

To fee the fight. Sbakejpeare’s Trcilus and Creffida , 

His eye might there command, wherever flood 
City, of old or modern fame ; the leat 
Of mightieft empire. 

Milton’s r aradife Lofl, b. xi. /. 3S5. 

Ons 
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